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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MmGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in the names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free sample copy. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


IN addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $1.50 
Single copies 15 


The Known Bible and its Defense 


IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 

Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


Megiddo Hymn Book 
A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
June 5, 1954 


To help your children 


More and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring dire 
results in adulthood. 


The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MEssAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price 15 


Daniel—an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 

Price 15 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 8%x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price 50 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands to 
Color, Cut Out and Paste 
Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 


scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 
out and assembled. Only 35 cents 





The Story of the Ages 


(Our Cover) 


Unique as our cover design may appear, 
it shows the different episodes of how the 
Lord’s message was delivered to His people. 
Fom Noah and all the Prophets down to 
John the Baptist and Jesus the message of 
the Kingdom is boldly heralded. Then it 
is carried with new power by the Apostles, 
and, though silenced through the Dark Ages, 
is revived in these days and once again 
the tidings of the Kingdom are heard. And 
it shall be heard until the appearance of 
the Prophet Elijah (Mal. 4:5) with divine 
power to begin the work on a gigantic scale 
which will consummate in the establishment 
of the Kingdom of God with Jesus Christ 
as Supreme Ruler. Then the hope of those 
who “looked for a city . . . whose builder 
and maker is God” shall be realized with a 
crown for all who have overcome. 





THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 


The word “Megiddo” is of Hebrew origin, 
its meaning being: True soldiers of God; 
God is in this place with a band of troops. 


It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 


Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19, N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of any change of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 8, 1879. 
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God's Future Kingdom on the Earth 


whose inhabitants shall never die, and a Mighty God 

whose children never grow old! No one but that All- 
Powerful Being can drive Death, the “king of terrors,” 
from the land. All the scientists, and the great physicians 
of the world, cannot conquer him. Aside from the Bible 
there is no promise but that humanity shall grow old and 
eventually perish. But we know the Bible is true, that its 
truthfulness is verified by the fulfillment of things fore- 
told ages ago. 

We take the position that the teaching of the Bible is 
that Christ is coming the second time to establish a real, 
tangible Kingdom on the earth. The Church cannot be 
the Kingdom, as some imagine; for in order for there to 
be a kingdom there must be a king, territory, laws and 
subjects. The Bible teaches that during this six thousand 
years of man’s rule on earth God is taking out the faithful 
or aristocracy to rule with Christ in His Kingdom; and 
that during the Millennium He will take out the subjects 
of the Kingdom. That is the plan of God as outlined in 
His Word. 


The Almighty Being has a well-defined plan on un- 
numbered worlds in space, and this plan on our world is 
but one fold of His “manifold wisdom” and according 
to His “eternal purpose.” In view of this, the Apostle 
Paul could exclaim: “For this cause I bow my knees unto 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named” (Ephesians 3: 10, 
11, 14, 15). This is evidence that God has a family in 
Heaven, and that He now is taking out a family on the 
earth. 


This has been the plan of Almighty God throughout 
eternity in the past: to fill universes with happy, immor- 
tal beings, rulers and subjects, who shall never grow old. 
His promise in Numbers 14: 21 is a sample of the “eter- 
nal purpose,” that “as truly as I live, all the earth shall 
be filled with the glory of the Lord.” His “glory” is His 
righteous people. This is His eternal plan and purpose; 
He has always worked upon it “from everlasting to ever- 
lasting” to bestow His mercy upon all who would accept 
it, and He will continue it to all eternity upon men and 
women who will accept His mercy (Psalm 103: 17, 18). 
That is the solution of why new worlds are continually 
being discovered by means of the telescope. They are evi- 
dences of God’s finished handiwork, of which He tells 
us in Isaiah 40: 26, “Lift up your eyes on high, and be- 
hold who hath created these things, that bringeth out 
their host by number: he calleth them all by names by 
the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; 
not one faileth.” Can mortal man fathom His power! In 
Psalm 147: 4 we are informed: “He telleth the number 
of the stars: he calleth them all by their names.” And 
in Psalm 19:1 we read: “The heavens declare the glory 
of God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork.” 


These glorified worlds are His finished handiwork, 
samples of what this earth will be when it has completed 
its course of being remodeled by the Almighty Hand, 
when the Lord’s Prayer shall have been fulfilled in its 
fullest sense: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven.” Does not this wording prove 


[' IS TRULY an inspiring thought that there is a land 


that God’s will is done on those wonderful worlds in the 
immensity of space? We are to pray for His Kingdom to 
come—not seek to be taken off somewhere else. And when 
the Kingdom comes, what will be the result? His will 
shall be done on earth as it is done in Heaven above. 

Jesus commanded, in Matthew 6: 33, “But seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.” It is some- 
thing to be sought; not a present possession. But as we 
read in James 2: 5, “Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath 
not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them 
that love him?” God has promised a Kingdom; but a prom- 
ise is not a fulfillment. That Kingdom shall not be es- 
tablished until after Christ comes the second time. And 
in order to be a partaker of its blessings we must now 
seek it, make it the first thing in our life. 


When that Kingdom comes, where shall it be located? 
The Prophet will give the information in Daniel 7: 27, 
“And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of 
the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve 
and obey him.” This Kingdom is not going to be up in 
Heaven, but wnder the whole heaven. And to whom shall 
this wonderful Kingdom be given? It shall be given to 
the “saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey 
him.” This “him” is singular, but is composed of the mul- 
titudinous Christ, the one man taken out of both Jews and 
Gentiles, Christ the Head and the Church His body. It 
is the one man of Genesis 1: 26, not a literal man, but 
“male and female,” the Lamb and His Bride who shall 
reign forever on the earth made new. This agrees with 
Daniel 7: 18, that “the saints of the Most High shall take 
the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for 
ever and ever.” 


This is in perfect agreement with the promise of Jesus 
in Matthew 5:5, “Blessed are the meek: for they shall 
inherit the earth.” They are not going off to Heaven for 
their reward, but are to possess the Kingdom under the 
whole heaven forever. This agrees with God’s promise in 
Psalm 37. First we shall read verse 8 where we are told 
what we must do to qualify for an entrance into the fu- 
ture Kingdom: “Cease from anger, and forsake wrath:” 
—it can be seen from this who shall be worthy to enter 
the future Kingdom—“fret not thyself in any wise to do 
evil.” Think you God is going to have angry men and 
women in His Kingdom, those who have not learned to 
control their tempers? Self-restraint must be imposed 
over one’s own will to bring it into subjection to the will 
of the Supreme Being. Practice it; for it cannot be ac- 
complished in a minute. When the tempter came to Jesus, 
our Master answered him every time, “It is written.” 
If tempted to become angry, hold on to your temper; con- 
quer it so that you can get such control of yourself that - 
though someone may even revile you and say all manner 
of evil, you can still hold your patience. It is not sin to 
be tempted; but to give way to it is sin. 

God would never tell us where the Kingdom is to be 
and then not tell how to get ready for it. He says: “For 
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evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the 
Lord, they shall inherit the earth” (verse 9). Here he 
tells where the Kingdom is going to be. “The meek shall 
inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the 
abundance of peace” (verse 11). That is why Daniel said 
that the Kingdom “under the whole heaven” shall be 
given to the saints of the Most High. “For such as be 
blessed of him shall inherit the earth; and they that be 
cursed of him shall be cut off” (verse 22). The wicked are 
the only ones who shall ever be cut off. “The righteous 
shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever... . 
Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and he shall exalt 
thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, thou 
shalt see it” (vs. 29, 34). When are you to see the inherit- 
ance? When the wicked are cut off; and not till then. 

The great Battle of Armageddon must first be fought 
and the forces of evil subdued; then shall the righteous 
inherit the earth. Christ must first bring the nations into 
subjection. That will be when Psalm 67:4 is fulfilled: 
“O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt 
judge the people righteously, and govern the nations 
upon earth.” Where are they to be governed? Christ shall 
govern them in righteousness upon the earth. To this 
agree the words in Zechariah 2: 10—12, “Sing and re- 
joice, O daughter of Zion: for lo, I come, and I will dwell 
in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. And many nations 
shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and shall be my 
people: and I will dwell in the midst of them, and thou 
shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto thee. 
And the Lord shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy 
land, and shall choose Jerusalem again.” 


Jerusalem has not been chosen yet; she has been a des- 
olation throughout the ages so far as God’s inheritance 
is concerned, It is ruled by Gentiles; but the Lord shall 
choose Jerusalem again. That is why Jesus said in Mat- 
thew 5: 35, “Jerusalem ... is the City of the great King.” 
Yes, Jerusalem is to be the capital city, the metropolis 
of the entire earth in that future day when He chooses 
it again. The Kingdom of God is to be established right 
here on the earth, for the earth shall be the eternal home 
of the faithful. Not that they shall always have to re- 
main here; for the promise in Isaiah 40:31 shows that 
inter-planetary visits will not only be possible but quite 
probable: “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings [power] 
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not faint.” The earth shall be the home 
or inheritance of the faithful; but we shall not always 
have to remain here. 

Christ is our great High Priest who has ascended to 
Heaven, the real Most Holy Place, and we must wait for 
His return to bring to us a blessing, the reward which 
is according to every man’s work. Under the Mosaic law 
the people did not dare enter the holy place in the taber- 
nacle. Type and antitype must agree. That is why Jesus 
said to His disciples: “Whither I go, ye cannot come.” 
He was going to the Father, but He said to them: “I will 
not leave you comfortless: I will come to you” (John 13: 
- 33; 14:18). He will come again and receive His people 
unto Himself, and when He comes He will subdue the 
forces of evil and establish His eternal Kingdom on the 
earth. The preaching of the glad tidings of that coming 
Kingdom was the theme of His proclamation throughout 
every city and village of Palestine, as well as the message 
by the Apostles. 

We read in Luke 9:1, 2, Jesus “called his twelve dis- 
ciples together, . . . and he sent them to preach the king- 
dom of God.” We read also in Acts 28:30, 31, that the 
Apostle Paul, after being carried a prisoner by his en- 


emies to Rome, “dwelt two whole years in his own hired 
house, and received all that came in unto him, preaching 
the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which con- 
cern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man 
forbidding him.” No doubt he made many converts to the 
Cause of his Master during those two years, of whom 
perhaps we shall learn more some day. 

We wish now to call attention to a passage of Scripture 
which is used in an endeavor to prove that the Kingdom 
of God is within men and women. This text is in Luke 17: 
20, 21. Take notice how it reads: “And when he [Jesus] 
was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of 
God should come,”’—remember, it was those wicked 
Pharisees who were endeavoring to overthrow our Mas- 
ter’s teaching, that demanded of Him this answer. If the 
Kingdom could be in the heart of individuals, it certainly 
would not be in the heart of those wicked men—‘he an- 
swered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not 
with observation”’—or outward show—‘neither shall 
they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom 
of God is within you.” 

Almost invariably objectors will fly to that text to off- 
set or refute the true doctrine of Christ’s Kingdom on the 
earth. But if the person would look at the marginal read- 
ing from the Greek he would read “among you” in place 
of “within you.” The Greek word here translated “king- 
dom” is basileia; it is also rendered “King” and signifies 
“His Royal Majesty, alluding to His own presence in 
their midst.” Christ, the future King, was among them, 
in their midst. It is plainly qualified: the representative 
of the Kingdom, the King Himself, was in their midst, 
and they knew or acknowledged Him not. Theologians 
and many of the common people have taken that passage 
and wrested it out of its connection in an endeavor to 
overthrow the plainest doctrine of the Bible; but really 
it is one of the strongest texts to prove the truth, that 
the Kingdom of God is not in the heart of men but that 
“The King or His Royal Majesty is among you, in your 
midst,”’ but you wicked Pharisees refuse to acknowledge 
Him. 

When Jesus was taken before Pilate, the ruler asked 
Him, “Art thou a king then?” Jesus answered him, “To 
this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the 
world. ... My kingdom is not of this world: if my king- 
dom were of this world, then would my servants fight, 
that I should not be delivered to the Jews.” The time had 
not come at that time to set up His Kingdom; He was to 
“go into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, 
and to return,” at which time the Kingdom would be 
established, and He become the King of all the earth. He 
told Pilate, “If my kingdom were of this world’”—this 
cosmos, this age, this arrangement, or government— 
“then would my servants fight, that I should not be de- 
livered to the Jews” (John 18:37, 36). Though the time 
had not come to establish His Kingdom, He would not 
deny that He was a King. 

Jesus left the command for His people regarding His 
second coming: “Occupy till I come.” That is why we do 
not sell our property and go out to some mountain to 
watch for His return; for His promise is plain in Mat- 
thew 24:27, “For as the lightning cometh out of the 
east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be.” When He comes, we shall 
know it. Jesus’ forerunner is to be sent to announce His 
coming, for the Almighty God of Heaven promised in 
Malachi 4: 5, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord.” Therefore we shall not be dismayed by any false 
alarm, for Jesus commanded, “Occupy till I come.” 
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A Study of Biblical Evidence 


Concerning the 
PART IV 


Modern “Evangelism” and “Healing” 


UR survey of the dry season with its limitation of 
() faith, hope and charity, would be incomplete with- 

out a brief biographical sketch of several promi- 
nent religious leaders, revivalists and faith healers, their 
works and methods. Throughout the last two centuries 
America has been the scene of many sweeping evange- 
listic campaigns, some of them reaching afar to Eng- 
land’s shores and to other foreign countries. 

Unquestionably the more conservative of these leaders 
have succeeded in causing many persons to live better 
lives. There is, however, much less to be said in com- 
mendation of certain other movements wherein the meet- 
ings are highly charged with excitement in an atmos- 
phere not unlike hypnotic seances. In the wake of such 
revivals, conducted through high-pressure tactics by 
shouting, acrobatic, sensational actors, has followed much 
that is tragic—skepticism, infidelity, atheism. 

Although revivalists employ various methods of appeal, 
there is but little difference in their fundamental beliefs, 
which are based on theology rather than on Scriptural 
facts. And no movement which is basically unsound can 
be permanently effective. It does not lie within the scope 
of this treatise to deal with all evangelical doctrines. We 
are concerned principally with their conception of the 
Holy Spirit. 

In total disregard of the plain Bible truth that super- 
natural power would be withdrawn from the Church 
when the written Word should be completed, every reli- 
gious leader or revivalist since Mr. Moody to the present- 
day “Billy” Graham or Oral Roberts believes and ad- 
vocates the Christian to be dependent upon the Holy 
Spirit for all he hopes to attain in character and in 
service. 

In his last formal address, the world-famed Moody 
stated: 


“We are to walk by the Spirit, we are to be led by the 
Spirit, we are to be taught by the Spirit, we are to be in- 
fluenced by the Spirit, we are to be guided by the Spirit, we 
are to be inhabited by the Spirit; these bodies become a tem- 
ple for the Holy Ghost to dwell in.” 


Whether we consider T. DeWitt Talmage, or Wilbur 
Chapman, or R. A. Torrey, or any of the lesser lights in 
the evangelistic world, we find that one and all claimed 
dependence upon the Holy Spirit. 

When, near the turn of the century, “Billy” Sunday 
left the baseball diamond for the pulpit, he carried with 
him his athletic skill which he continued to demonstrate 
before the amazed multitudes. It is recorded that during 
his brief religious career eighty million people saw him 
race to and fro across the platform, covering an esti- 
mated one mile with each sermon delivered. The intensity 
of his physical exertions was tremendous. Like a jack- 
knife he fairly doubled up in emphasis. One hand smote 
the other. His foot stamped the floor as if to destroy it. 
He brought his clenched fist down so hard on the seat of 
a chair that it seemed the blood would flow and bones be 


HOLY SPIRIT 


broken. Again he pounded on the pulpit or grasped the 
chair and smashed it to fragments. 

Throughout this season of terrific emotional strain it 
is not to be wondered that one million people “hit the 
sawdust trail” as a public token that they accepted Sun- 
day’s Christ, which was a far cry from the Christ as 
known to the Apostles and revealed in the Scriptures. 
Like the Athenians of old, they knelt and worshiped ig- 
norantly at an altar dedicated “to the Unknown God.” 

There is no record in Biblical history where Jesus or 
any Prophet or Apostle ever conducted such sensational 
meetings. Two emphatic statements recorded by the 
Apostle clearly register God’s disapproval of such doings 
(I. Cor. 14:33, 40). 


“God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all 


churches of the saints. ... Let all things be done decently and 
in order.” 


The religious service, to be beneficial, inspirational and 
acceptable to God, must be conducted “decently and in 
order,” with reverence and solemnity. True religion offers 
evidence—sound, concrete, irrefutable—which appeals 
principally to reason and intelligence and not to emotion. 
It is the tremendous force of this evidence as to the real- 
ity of the existence of a Supreme Being, the magnitude 
of His creation, and the certainty of His promises, which 
is the converting power of the Gospel, and not pulpit 
theatrics. The following terse statement is from an ob- 
servant scholar: 


“What religion needs today is not more flying with God, or 
leaping with God, or jumping up and down with God, or 
going into spasms and convulsions and epileptic fits with God. 
What religion needs today is more walking with God.” 


Concerning the Holy Spirit, Mr. Sunday affirmed: 


“The Holy Spirit has always been here since the days of 
Pentecost. He does not come and go. He is right here in the 
world and his power is at the command of all who will put 
themselves into position to use it. Without the Holy Spirit 
you are as sounding brass and tinkling cymbals. If the Com- 
forter, who is the Holy Ghost, is not with you, you are a 
failure.” 


Again Jesus’ promise that Holy Spirit power should 
exist only temporarily, until the close of the Jewish Age, 
is utterly disregarded by the man who claims the Holy 
Spirit to have been ever-present since Pentecost. 

Aimee Semple McPherson’s career as founder of the 
“Four Square Gospel” is not to be overlooked. We here 
give space to her own description of her “conversion” 
which took place during a “Holy Ghost Revival.” 


“Friday I waited before the Lord until midnight. Saturday 
morning, rising at the break of day, before any one was astir 
in the house, and going into the parlor, I kneeled down by the 
big morris chair in the corner, with a real determination in 
my heart. All at once my hands and arms began to tremble, 
gently at first, then more and more, until my whole body was 
atremble with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

“Almost without my notice my body slipped to the floor, 
and I was lying under the power of God, but felt as though 
caught up and floating upon the billowy clouds of glory. My 
lungs began to fill and heave under the power as the Com- 
forter came in. The cords of my throat began to twitch—my 
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chin began to quiver, and then to shake violently. My tongue 
began to move up and down and sideways in my mouth. Un- 
intelligible sounds as of stammering lips and another tongue 
began to issue from my lips.” 


This manifestation known as “speaking with tongues” 
was a recognized part of the religious initiation. It is 
noted that the next day Aimee, as yet Miss Kennedy, 
was unable to speak in anything but “celestial gibberish.” 

It would be absurd to compare this manifestation of 
Holy Spirit power with the demonstration at Pentecost, 
when the Apostles’ message was understood in seventeen 
languages. The two instances are in no way comparable. 

One of the tenets of the Four Square Gospel as ad- 
vanced by Mrs. McPherson was physical healing by reli- 
gious means. In 1921 her name was heralded up and 
down the west coast as “faith healer.” In chairs, in litters, 
in wheelbarrows, or staggering, they came to have their 
physical health renewed. It is said: 


“Shell-shocked war veterans regained their sight, paraly- 
tics flung their crutches into the rack above her head, a 
woman shouted that she could feel her internal goiter melting 
away, a cripple announced that his leg, three inches shorter 
than the other for eighteen months, had grown an inch in a 
day, an old lady who had been paralyzed and unable to hear 
normally for many years was so agitated by her cure that 
she died of overexcitement on the following day.” 


Doctors and psychologists warned the public of the 
terrible after-effects of the hysterical excitement, and of 
the temporary nature of the apparent benefits. 

Mrs. McPherson said that practically the only cases 
she prayed for were organic diseases. She was evidently 
unaware of the difficulty of diagnosis and of the recog- 
nized fact that blindness, deafness, paralysis are fre- 
quently of psycho-neurotic origin, and that many organic 
diseases have their psychically instigated counterparts. 
The cures were not always permanent, but the cures were 
performed in public and the relapses occurred in private. 

A scientific check of the after-effects of similar heal- 
ings reveals them to be temporary, exaggerated, or re- 
ducible to neurotic and psycho-neurotic cases. 

And now into the limelight of the evangelistic world 
has come “Billy” Graham, whose manner of delivery has 
the force and fervor commonly associated with “Billy” 
Sunday; however, it is without the “Sunday” gymnas- 
tics. From one of Mr. Graham’s sermons we quote in 
part: 


“When God told us to go and preach the gospel to every 
creature and to evangelize the world, He provided supernat- 
ural power for us. That power is given to us by the Holy 
Spirit. It is available to every one of us. ... I don’t ever 
want to stand in the pulpit and preach without the power of 
the Holy Spirit. It is a dangerous thing.” 


Like all of the aforementioned religious leaders, Mr. 
Graham overlooks the fact that the command to preach 
the gospel to every creature of that world or age was 
given only to the Apostles and by them fulfilled, and that 
the supernatural power to accomplish the undertaking 
was thenceforth withdrawn. 

Let us now turn our attention briefly to the work of 
Oral Roberts, whose “faith healing” is attracting nation- 
wide attention. In defiance of the Scriptural fact that di- 
vine revelation should cease with the close of the Jewish 
Age, Mr. Roberts claims to have heard the audible voice 
of God. We quote from him: 


“T have heard His voice: first that I was to be healed; next, 
that I was to bring healing to the sick and demon-possessed; 
and that His healing power would be felt in my right hand 


for all who would believe. It is happening just as the Lord 
said. I seldom feel anything in my left hand, but through 
my right hand I feel the healing virtue of the Son of God. 
Thousands have witnessed this power as it surged through 
every fiber of their being. The time is set when I lay my 
right hand upon the captive and adjure the afflictions to come 
out of him in the name of the Master, Jesus Christ of Nazar- 
eth. I feel the pressure of the disease rising to meet my right 
hand, but then as Gcd’s healing virtue surges into the person, 
this pressure is relieved and deliverance is wrought: The 
deaf ears are opened, the cancers wither and die and pass 
from the body, demons come out and humanity is set free 
through faith in God.” 


Mr. Roberts testifies vividly to his personal healing ex- 
perience of 1935 when he claims to have been cured of 
tuberculosis, that faith had wrought his healing. Sig- 
nificant in his testimony is the following admission: 


“A few days after I had been healed I was feeling extreme- 
ly weak in my body. My mother, a devout woman of faith, 
sensed my discouragement and said, ‘Son, you were sick a 
long time and you were bedfast when God healed you. You 
will have to exercise and do some work to get your strength 
back.’ She saved my healing.” 


Indeed, this is the essence of nonsense! When Jesus or 
His Apostles performed healings, no second party was 
required to save the healing. The healing was genuine, 
complete, all-sufficient, enduring. Always the Gospel writ- 
ers assure us that the healed person was “whole from that 
hour.” But Mr. Roberts confesses that a few days follow- 
ing his healing he was discouraged; he felt extremely 
weak in body, so that he must work to regain his strength. 
He acknowledges his mother’s faith to have been essen- 
tial in saving his healing. 

Mr. Roberts stresses that following the healing experi- 
ence it is vital that a person join himself to companions 
of faith who will create the correct atmosphere, for, 
says he: 

“T have often wondered what would have happened to me 
had not my mother and father provided an atmosphere of 
faith for me during those early stressful days of my healing. 

“T have asked myself this question: What if I had been a 
member of a church whose minister and people were un- 
friendly toward healing and to people who had been healed? 
What would I have done in a moment of weakness and de- 
spondency if these people failed to encourage me or if they 
ridiculed me? How would I feel if the minister ridiculed the 
people who had prayed the ‘prayer of faith’ for my healing?” 


In the Roberts’ regime, as his own reflections indicate, 
the healed person is incapable of defending himself 
against ridicule. No atmosphere of faith existed for the 
blind beggar whom Jesus cured. Much to the contrary, 
his testimony subjected him to Pharisaic derision, ridi- 
cule and even excommunication from the synagogue. 
These factors, however, were inconsequential. Of one 
thing he was certain: he repeatedly affirmed, “Once I was 
blind, but now I see.” His blindness had been real, and his 
new sight was so real that it could be retained in com- 
plete isolation from an atmosphere of faith. 

Mr. Roberts’ personal case would suggest that if faith 
fails at some time following the healing experience, there 
is a possibility of the physical malady recurring, for he 
admits that he himself was a victim of bodily weakness 
and discouragement shortly after being “healed.” 

This definitely exposes such healings as spurious. Faith 
is in no way involved following true divine healing, as 
the very meaning of the word proves. Faith is full con- 
fidence in something hoped for; it is the certainty of 
things we cannot see, or have not yet experienced; faith 
is to accept as real that which is not yet visible. The very 
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moment the blind are made to see, the deaf to hear, the 
lame to walk, the exercise of faith is ended. How absurd 
to conjecture that a person who is in the possession of 
perfect, abounding health must have faith to believe it, 
and that if an atmosphere of faith cannot be provided, 
his health is not secure! 

We do not deny some of Roberts’ cures to be perma- 
nently effective. However, the word of the great and 
everlasting God remains unalterable, that in these last 
days of Gentile times divine power would not be mani- 
fested through healing and miracles. 

Someone may ask, If it is not the power of God which 
he displays before awe-stricken multitudes, what power 
is it that causes cripples to leave their crutches, crossed 
eyes to be straightened in an instant, and rheumatic vic- 
tims to bend over and touch the floor without the least 
difficulty? We answer, It is the power of man. It is Oral 
Roberts’ animal magnetism. By means of hypnotic sug- 
gestion an emotional reaction occurs in the system; this 
may or may not be followed by a physical reaction. 

Occasionally a ripple from the subsided waves of such 
healing movements laps the shores of public notice. A 
certain factory employee was receiving compensation for 
an injury to his leg which compelled him to walk on 
crutches. When he was “cured” at a meeting he flung his 
crutches away—whereupon the company promptly stopped 
his compensation until he appeared before the industrial 
accident commission and maintained that prayer had not 
afforded permanent relief, that the pain had left while the 
healer prayed but had returned afterwards, leaving his 
leg as bad as ever. 

The entire healing procedure is fraught with disap- 
pointment, disillusionment and in some cases, despair. 
When the sick have not been bettered some have lost faith 


completely, and in extreme cases insanity and death have 
resulted. 


PSYCHOLOGISTS AND EVANGELISTS EFFECT 
IDENTICAL CURES 


As Houdini the great magician performed the same 
outstanding feats of legerdemain which deceptive spirit- 
ualist mediums carry out in the name of religion, so 
psychologists and hypnotists effect outstanding cures 
which when achieved from the pulpit are attributed to 
divine power. 

A noted physician reports shrewd manipulations used 
in the treatment and curing of a case of “hysterical blind- 
ness.” A piece of steel, blown into the eye of a workman, 
had been removed. Several oculists had pronounced the 
eye to be normal, and yet the patient declared that he 
could not see. Whereupon this physician set about to 
work the cure psychologically. 

He told the patient of a powerful magnet that could 
draw the piece of steel from his eye. Elaborate prepara- 
tions were made for the occasion, and the patient was 
informed that at the flashing on of red lights the wonder- 
ful magnet would be in operation and his sight instantly 
restored. 

And it was so. At the flashing of the red lights, the 
patient exclaimed, “Thank God, I can see!” 

In commenting on this case, the physician states sig- 
nificantly : 


“Anything else that would have made him believe he was 
going to be cured would have done just as well. . . . When 
the religious healers get hold of these cases they often effect 
such spectacular cures as to simulate miracles.” 


Oftentimes the “cures” performed by religious “heal- 


ers” are only superficial, effected by mental and physical 
reaction; sometimes, however, they are permanent. 
Nevertheless the fact remains that they are no more per- 
formed by Holy Spirit power than the similar cures 
which are produced by psychologists or hypnotists. 
Many individuals are of such a temperament that they 
can believe almost any delusion while under a state of 
excitement. At such times undoubtedly there are serious 
lesions which yield to profound emotion and vigorous 
exertion born of persuasion, confidence, or hysteria. The 
wonderful power of the mind over the body is well known 
to every observant student. Intense feeling, fear or pas- 


sion may bring out great muscular force. Another learned 
physician reminds us: 


“A gouty man who has long hobbled about on his crutch, 
finds his legs and power to run with them if pursued by a 
wild bull. . . . The feeblest invalid, under the influence of 
delirium or other strong excitement, will astonish her nurse 
by the sudden accession of strength.” 


Whether these or similar reactions occur in the home 
or at the scene of a highly-tensioned revival meeting, it 
is folly to attribute them to Holy Spirit power, which the 
Bible declares and our observations confirm to be non- 
existent today. 

Let the man or woman claiming divine power to heal 
cause an amputated finger or limb to grow back on; or an 
eye that has been totally destroyed to be restored to sight; 
or a new set of teeth to appear in the toothless oral cav- 
ity; or an ear that has been cut off to grow on again, as 
did Jesus when He restored with a touch the ear which 
Peter in his eagerness to defend his Master had severed 
from the servant of the high priest. Let him restore life 
to the dead form as did Paul in the case of Eutychus. 
These words are not an expression of levity but of deep 
sincerity, for we feel to warn, as in the words of Jesus, 
“Be not deceived” by “signs” and “lying wonders” per- 
formed in the name of religion. 

We could fill pages comparing the testimonies of those 
who have been healed by “anointed handkerchiefs,” 
“prayer cloths,” “blessed towels,” even by the direct ap- 
plication of some sensational magazine to a diseased area 
of the body, with identical cures which have occurred en- 
tirely apart from any religious conviction, any prayers 
for relief or any supposed workings of Holy Spirit power. 

Among our acquaintances was a woman who had been 
confined to her bed for two years; she seemed to have lost 
all power to move. One day her little grandchild, whom 
she dearly loved, was alone with her in her room. In its 
play the child upset the table, and was pinioned to the 
floor, crying with pain. She screamed for help but none 
came, there being no one near. Realizing the peril her 
darling was in, she made a mighty effort, which caused 
such a reaction in her system that she sprang from her 
bed and rescued her loved one—and was a well woman 
from that day. 

Another case was that of a man suffering from an at- 
tack of rheumatism, his limbs swollen to an enormous 
size. He was not able to stand or to walk a step. By some 
means a fire started in the house; the cry of “Fire!” re- 
sounded through the rooms. The roof was in flames, and 
no help near. The excitement under which he labored was 
so great that he rose, grasped a bucket of water, ascended 
a ladder and succeeded in extinguishing the flames—a 
feat which he could not have performed under ordinary 
circumstances. 

Evangelists effect the same physical reactions in the 
system which the above mentioned woman experienced 
when her grandchild was crushed under the table, or that 








6 THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 





—=— 





of the rheumatic victim who in desperation was able to 
extinguish the fire. But the revivalist credits the result 
to divine power and pockets the proceeds. 

Before being duped by these religious humbugs which 
have infested the country, we implore of one and all to 
apply or rather suggest the Scriptural test, “They shall 
take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it 
shall not hurt them.” 

Remember, if the former rain is still falling, the re- 
sults must equal those of the Apostolic Age. If, on the 
other hand, as some claim, the latter rain has been out- 
poured, then the recipients must prove their claim by 
performing “greater works” than Jesus did. All who 
apply the acid test will be forced by the evidence to join 
with us in the only Scriptural and sane conclusion that 
we are living in the dry season between the two rains of 
Joel’s prophecy. 

Supposed Holy Spirit manifestations of today are not 
genuine, because Jesus promised to be with the Apostles 
in signs and wonders only until the close of the Jewish 
Age; they are not genuine because Paul informed us that 
Holy Spirit power would be withdrawn when the Bible 
was completed; they are not genuine because they do not 
equal, much less surpass, Apostolic demonstrations; they 
are not genuine, because Paul declared that only faith, 
hope and charity should exist today. (To be continued) 





THE “RAIN TREE” 


N THESE PERILOUS and troublous times, do we 

sometimes feel very much alone in our Christian en- 
deavors? Does the way seem rather rough and the burden 
somewhat heavy? In struggling with self, do our en- 
deavors seem fruitless, with no apparent result? Does 
the daily routine of ordinary days seem trying and gall- 
ing? Do we feel restless and hemmed in, longing to do 
great things? Do we sometimes feel like a lone tree in a 
dry and barren land? Why not be a “rain tree”? 

There is in South America a species of palm tree, called 
the “rain tree.” This tree has the remarkable power of 
attracting, in a wondrous degree, atmospheric moisture, 
which it condenses and drops on the earth in refreshing 
dew. It grows straight up in the parched and arid desert 
and daily distributes its refreshing showers, with the re- 
sult that around it an oasis of luxuriant vegetation soon 
springs up. The clouds may refuse to let down rain, the 
fountains cease to flow, the rivers evaporate, but the 
rain tree, deriving its moisture from above, renews the 
garden which it has created about its base and gives the 
weary traveler shade and fruit, a new life and a delight- 
ful rest. 

God would have us be like the “rain tree” growing be- 
side the desert highways of life. This, no doubt, is not 
the choice we would make for ourselves. We would pre- 
fer to be a tree in a fruitful valley or a giant oak in a 
mighty forest. But, as Christians, we must be content 
with such things as we have—find our place, and then 
fill it well. In these days of “small things,” we can still 
accomplish great things. God would have us do a great 
work just where we are. Though we cannot all be tower- 
ing cedars of Lebanon, yet we can be a “rain tree.” 

What an inspiration and a pleasure to see a tree fight- 
ing bravely for an existence in a barren land! Isaiah tells 
us that “Israel of old grew like a sapling, like a shoot 
springing from dry soil” (53:2, Moffatt). We, too, have 
sprung up out of the dry earth, out of a “dry and thirsty 
land where no water is.” No visible water of life about 


us—no streams to refresh us—only a longing desire for 
Truth within us. It is this urgent desire to know and un- 
derstand God that serves as a magnetic force drawing us 
upward to elevated heights, to higher levels where the 
atmospheric moisture of Truth abounds. 

The Eternal has assured us that not one of His tender 
plants shall be left alone and unaided. Each one with an 
honest desire shall be given an opportunity to gather this 
refreshing Truth of the Living God, and will have access 
to the wellsprings of holiness in abundance. Jesus prom- 
ised that “if any man will do His will, he shall know of 
the doctrine.” Whether in the wilds of Africa, out in the 
Great Sahara Desert, or the remotest corner of the globe, 
the heavenly moisture is there for all who will reach up 
and gather it. 

Although in the world, we need not be a part of it. We 
can live far above it, far out of the range of worldly in- 
fluence. This rare atmosphere with its currents and chan- 
nels of life-giving words has been mercifully supplied us. 
Though invisible to the world, its ever present power is 
there for all who seek for it. It never fails, it never runs 
dry, is never found in the lowlands of sin, and will never 
come down to the earth levels. We must rise up to its 
elevation of purity every time. 

This rarefied moisture is attracted toward us when we 
reach out and strain upward, stretching and enlarging 
our faith by holy desires. Like the “rain tree” that reaches 
up to get the moisture from above, we, too, must contact 
the heavenly springs by daily reading of the Word, by 
studying, meditating, praying and practicing. There must 
be a daily collective storing up for Eternal Life. Such 
frequent contacts will renew our hearts and minds and 
lift us high above our sordid surroundings. 

As we absorb this atmosphere, we become filled more 
and more with peace and rejoicing. Freeing ourselves 
from animosities, grudges and prejudices, we begin to 
grow straight and tall, green and flourishing; and as 
each day passes we can reach higher and higher in gath- 
ering more of the spiritual refreshment. Though one’s lot 
may be cast in dry and sandy plains, still the shadeless 
stretches of dry and thirsty land can become an oasis at 
our very feet. 

In receiving the heavenly watering from above, we can 
in turn scatter and distribute it about us like a distilled 
mist and be ready always to shower this celestial dew 
upon those that inquire of the hope that is within us. 
Sharing it with others is a joy—and what an advantage! 
For we can carry an abundant supply with us wherever 
we go. We can be such an example that those with whom 
we come in contact will see clearly what God’s Word has 
done for us and can do for them. We will become produc- 
tive and fruitful, abounding in good deeds. What a gar- 
den, what an oasis of good works we can produce around 
us—fruits of the spirit in abundance and shade for the 
weary traveler! Here the thirsty soul can quench his 
thirst and the skeptic will be so impressed by our mode 
of living that he will remember and glorify God in the 
Day of Visitation. 

If always living in these new heights, under the influ- 
ence of Truth, no outside power can contaminate us. 
Keeping ever away from the powers of sin is to keep on 
the safe side, free from infection. We must always stay 
above the safe parallel, for on the earth levels there is 
much that taints and defiles. On all sides there are desert 
plants that send out poisonous perfumes, such as anger, 
pride, jealousy, hate, malice and such like. These are 
highly contagious and we must keep away from their in- 
fluence lest we become contaminated. To grow in their 
midst is possible if we live above their level; but to in- 
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hale any of these perfumes is folly and brings certain 
death in the end, unless counteracted by the mighty power 
of Truth. 

Perhaps none is so infectious and so destructive as the 
one called “seeking honor of man.” Under its influence 
we cannot rise far above the earth levels. But there is a 
sure antidote for such an infection. It is called “Seeking 
honor from God only.” To have God uppermost in our 
thoughts and conversation at all times is the power that 
will attract us to heavenly places. 

To be a lone palm tree on the desert of sin, set apart 
for God’s use, calls for discipline; but the natural mind 
rebels against such discipline, against giving up all that 
is not to the glory of God. Christ’s power was in His 
separateness. He did not withdraw Himself from the 
world entirely, but lived wholly unto His Father in the 
very midst of the world. His work brought Him in con- 
tact with men, yet He kept His separateness by doing 
only that which pleased His Father. Few men ever came 
into such close external contact with the evil works of 
darkness—the spiritual wickedness in high places—as 
did He; yet He kept His atmosphere entirely free from 
defilement and from all worldly contamination. This was 
His power! 

In the secret of Christ’s power we see the secret of our 
power. Jesus said, “Be of good cheer; I have overcome 
the world.” With pure thoughts and clean hands we can 
lift our face without spot to the heavenly atmosphere. 
On that high level we can draw deeply from the lofty res- 
ervoirs of Truth that will strengthen us so that we can 
go down into the valleys of everyday life with new vigor 
and new hope. Nothing will be too hard, nothing will be too 
heavy and nothing will drag us down to earth levels, for 
we have our head above the clouds, partaking daily of 
the heavenly atmosphere. 





UNCOMMON SERVICE 


HE uncommon life is the child of the common day, 

lived in an uncommon way. From beginning to end 
the lives of Christian men and women differ greatly from 
that of the world. Their problems and trials may be iden- 
tical but they are not borne in a similar manner. The note 
of heroism sounds in all their battles with sin, in their 
speaking, in their serving and giving. Their King de- 
serves kingly service; He expects kingly service. 

It is true, and it is comforting to know it is true, that 
little deeds done heartily for the Master shall not pass 
unheeded or unrewarded. The giving of a cup of cold 
water to a thirsty soul can please God, and the humble 
duties of the day can glorify Him. But why should we be 
contented with small service, things which any man can 
do? If we are capable of greater deeds, woe be to us if 
we content ourselves with mediocre tasks! Woe be to us 
if we possess ten talents and use only one! 

The duties of our King’s service are countless and 
great. If we, who profess His name, who know His will 
as no other people know it, are silent, who shall speak? 
Who shall declare His message if we fail to proclaim it? 
If our hands which are trained to do His service are idle, 
who shall do His bidding? If our feet, trained to follow 
His footsteps, fail to carry the good news of the coming 
Kingdom, who then shall bear it? 

If Moses had been content to remain in Egypt’s court, 
Israel would not have had its great deliverer and law- 
giver. Had David been satisfied as a shepherd, Israel 
would not have had the King which he proved to be, And 


if Paul had remained in Tarsus, or, later, after his con- 
version, been satisfied to live quietly in Antioch, the 
world would have been minus its greatest missionary. 
Such case-histories could be multiplied. These characters 
hoped to render greater service. They tried it. They 
achieved it. 

But positions of leadership, whether king, prophet, 
priest, or general, are not the only services God considers 
honorable. All men cannot be generals. There has to be 
the “common soldier” performing the common tasks of 
the ordinary days. It is in this bracket that most of us 
qualify. But let us never forget that we must not remain 
common. The work of perfecting a character is not com- 
mon. Not many consider it necessary, or a service di- 
vinely commanded. Only a few undertake it, fewer still 
complete it. 

Let the person who is easily provoked obey the com- 
mand, “Cease from anger and forsake wrath.” By the time 
he has mastered his weakness he will agree that he has 
performed an uncommon undertaking. So it is with all be- 
setments, whether pride, foolishness, talkativeness, or 
any other natural inclination. If they are worked upon 
and overcome, it will be acknowledged that the work was 
by no means common or insignificant. 

When we observe a new and strange piece of machin- 
ery, the first question we ask is: “What is it for?” The 
soundest common sense is in the question. We believe 
without being told there is a purpose for everything. The 
habit of asking “Why?” brings us to the question of our- 
selves: What are we for? What is our business in life? 
What should be our service? Are we here but to eat, 
drink, and be merry? No. Nothing can so eat, drink, and 
be merry as a kitten, but to say that that exhausts the 
possibility of man is to say what we do not believe. Hun- 
dreds of interests, duties and activities are included in 
our lives, and there is a place for each of them, but we 
know better than to say they are what we are here for. 
They are but subsidiaries to serve our supreme interest. 
And what is that? To find pleasure and avoid pain? 
Wrong. That cannot be, unless life is to be called a fail- 
ure; for every life misses some pleasure, and meets some 
pain. 

There is something higher in life than eating and 
drinking, pleasure and pain, sunshine and storm, to which 
these are only incidental, and that is doing God’s will. 
That is supreme. That is what we are here for, to glorify 
God, to make His name glorious by the doing of His will 
in every circumstance of: life. 

Life is an earnest business which we are entrusted 
to carry out with honors. “Lo, I come: ... to do thy will, 
O my God,” is the utterance of the souls who choose the 
highest service, the uncommon. The expression gives to 
life at once the highest unity and consistency, power and 
joy, peace and fruitfulness. The smallest task feels its 
dignity, the noblest calling becomes more ennobled. The 
trying and disagreeable and wearisome things are seen in 
a new light and borne with high hope. It is like work on 
a splendid building. Digging, carting, cutting, trimming, 
stone and mortar, and scaffolding, all belong to a great 
purpose and push its fulfillment. 

“To do thy will, O God,” to do our share of it—where 
we live, with our tools, with our opportunities, large or 
limited—that is our purpose in life. It is a life of self- 
surrender, of constant trust in our Father’s love, and a 
longing to know Him better and to serve Him more per- 
fectly. It is a life of self-mastery, of steady determination 
to keep our senses under the rule of His Word, to bring 
every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: First Samuel 17: 45, 46, “Then said 
David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, 
and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee 
in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies 
of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This day will the Lord 
deliver thee into mine hand . . . that all the earth may 
know that there is a God in Israel.” 

To us, as Christians, the account of David slaying 
Goliath, as given in First Samuel 17, means a great deal 
more than merely a thrilling episode in the history of the 
Israelites during the early years of their experiment as 
a kingdom. It marks a triumph by the powers of right 
over the forces of evil in a struggle that is just as real 
and just as much a part of our lives today as it was of 
the lives of the people living twenty-seven centuries ago. 
The Goliath always is with us, and his mastery always 
a problem. 


The enemies of righteousness in our individual life may 
be even harder to fight than the champion of the Philis- 
tines, for whereas Goliath came out in the open to make 
his challenge to the armies of Israel, our enemy, evil de- 
sires, often works subtly and under cover, trying to hide 
his true identity and minimize his ability to drag us back 
into evil and defeat us. 

Goliath defied Israel and challenged the God who cham- 
pioned their cause. He was a giant in stature with a long 
and impressive ancestry behind him, and so thought peo- 
ple should be afraid of him. Sin also is a giant, and is 
backed up by at least two hundred generations of people 
who have defied God and righteousness, and who have 
said to God, “Depart from us; for we desire not the 
knowledge of thy ways” (Job 21:14). This giant, sin, 
also expects—and too often gets—recognition. Building 
on the precedent of his long—if shady—past record, he 
strives to awe us with his importance and stature. 

King Saul and the Israelites lacked faith; they seemed 
to have forgotten the power of the eternal God. They cer- 
tainly were familiar with the conquering of the seven na- 
tions in the land of Canaan under Joshua; with the vic- 
tory of Deborah and Barak, and the fate of Sisera, the 
captain of the armies of the Canaanites; of how God had 
delivered the hosts of Midian into the hand of Gideon 
and his three hundred picked men. 

Forgetting is a human weakness, a tendency that we 
ourselves must guard against constantly, lest in the hour 
of trial we too forget that the eternal God is as powerful 
today as in the days of yore. The flesh may be strong, the 
desire to give way to temptation may seem to overpower 
our best efforts to thwart the giant; but let us never sur- 
render, or cry out as if horror-stricken, “The work can- 
not be done; the evils of my flesh cannot be conquered!” 
The gospel still is “the power of God unto salvation,” and 
His guardian angels still encamp about us if we are ear- 
nestly striving to transform our lives. 

To the armies of Israel the giant seemed an unbeatable 
foe, and so he was as long as no one dared go boldly out 
and face him; but he did not last long after David bravely 
accepted his challenge. Yet David’s success was not ac- 
cidental, nor his courageous step taken without due prep- 
aration. God helps those who help themselves. David had 
spent hours on end practicing with sling and stone, till 
he had become so expert that it is said he could strike a 
target no larger than a man’s hand. 


Likewise the most formidable foe in our lives can be 
conquered, but not without action, without prayerful and 
earnest preparation, and much application. “Keep the 
munition, watch the way, make thy loins strong, fortify 
thy power mightily,” is the success-formula given by the 
astute Prophet, Nahum (2:1). Whatever our giants, 
whether anger, pride, deceit, self-esteem, unbelief, or the 
unruly tongue, if we persistently fortify against them, as 
certainly as David was able to strike down Goliath with a 
smooth pebble accurately thrown from his sling, so surely 
one by one these clinging evils can be banished from our 
lives. 

David demonstrated his shrewdness in making certain 
his enemy was dead. Although he was down he might not 
be out, he might suddenly revive; so David lost no time 
in completely severing his head. As a safety measure this 
same realistic approach must be applied to our spiritual 
life. Let us never be too sure of ourselves, never forget 
we could lose this war with self, never discount the re- 
cuperative abilities of our archenemy, flesh. 


One safeguard is to build high heaps about the places 
where we have fallen; another, to keep as far from the 
precipice as possible, and never overestimate our moral 
strength. If there is a place where we have fallen in the 
past, let us not casually assure ourselves that we are 
stronger now, so we can take that temptation in our 
stride without damage. The divine command is: “Enter 
not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of 
evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass 
away” (Prov. 4:14, 15). 


Now let us take a lesson from Goliath’s mistakes. Goli- 
ath thought himself so well protected with his armor 
that no weapon available to the enemy could harm him; 
but the final showdown proved his false security. One 
vital spot—the forehead—was left unprotected, and at 
this point the stone from David’s sling did its deadly 
work. As soldiers of the Eternal we too must be especially 
careful of our armor. Unless wearing the whole armor 
of God we are certain to be defeated. Every piece of this 
armor must be kept in position at all times: truth to gird 
our loins, righteousness as our breastplate, the gospel as 
a protection for our feet, faith as our shield, the hope of 
salvation as our helmet, and the Word of God as our 
mighty sword. 


David knew that the head was the one spot where a 
flying missile could do the most harm, and so today the 
darts of the evil one enter by way of the intellect. The first 
of the thirteen evils enumerated by the Great Teacher 
is “evil thoughts.” And Paul wrote to the Corinthians: 
“T fear, lest as the serpent beguiled Eve through his sub- 
tlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the sim- 
plicity that is in Christ Jesus” (II. Cor. 11:3). 


Among these corrupting influences are thoughts of 
despair, of discouragement; sensual thoughts, memories 
of our former life, thoughts of self-pity; that feeling of 
self-importance. We may think we are denied pleasures 
that we should be permitted to have, may feel our work 
is not appreciated, that the sacrifices we have made for 
the Cause of Christ do not bring us the recognition they 
should. Every entrance to our mind must be fortified, or 
our enemy, self, will defeat us. 


Goliath repeated his challenge daily for forty days, so 
the same temptations may confront us times without 
number. But if we always resist them, fortify mightily 
against them, never forgetting to pray, but earnestly 
imploring our Heavenly Father for strength to over- 
come, victory shall be ours. 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


A word of thanks comes from a reader at Guelph, Ont., 
Canada. 

“Megiddo Mission, Dear Sirs: I have greatly appreci- 
ated the Megiddo Mission paper and would like to sub- 
scribe to it for one year. I have learned a great deal from 
the articles. One small article in particular was called 
Prayerful Moments, of eight lines or so. I cut it out and 
have it under the glass on my coffee table. So many peo- 
ple have read it and remarked they would like a copy. 
The last line seemed to appeal to everyone—‘Amid the 
duties and cares of life, help us not to be in such a hurry 
as to run on without Thee.’ If we could only get the peo- 
ple in the world today to even keep those few lines fore- 
most in their thoughts, how much sooner and better pre- 
pared we would be for the coming of our King. . . . Thank- 
ing you for your generous gift for the past six months, 
I remain, Sincerely, Mrs. L. C. W—.” 


A brother at Winnipeg, Man., Can., renews his sub- 
scription and writes: 

“T have enjoyed your subscription very much for the 
last three years. I think that you are doing a wonderful 
job of the true interpretation of the Bible. . . . Thanks 
again for everything. J— L—.” 


From Newdale, Man., Can., comes this renewal and 
kind word. 

“Dear Sirs: I wish to renew my subscription for THE 
MEGIDDO MESSAGE. Please find amount for one year. I 
really enjoy reading the MESSAGE; it has helped me a 
great deal to see the light. Yours truly, E— H—.” 


A sister writes from Lowville, N. Y. 

“Dear Sister: . . . Yes, a beautiful spring morning 
should fill our hearts with renewed determination to go 
forth and work as never before; and, as you said in your 
letter: ‘work to become a finished product in the hand of 
God, that we will be ready and worthy to obtain the new 
life that shall never end.’ 

“This certainly is a convenient age with everything to 
shorten and lighten work. It really is a blessing bestowed 
upon us from our Heavenly Father; and, as you said: 
‘we should not give man alone credit for the wonderful 
mechanisms of the day.’ It is true that sometimes we have 
so much to do that we do not seem to take the time to be 
holy. If we don’t wake up and realize that taking time to 
be holy is more important than anything else, we shall 
reap sorrow. We have been given wonderful instruction; 
but it takes practice, much practice. We must be on our 
guard at all times... . Mrs. A— M. Z—.” 


A brother at Canastota, N. Y., replies to the letter of 
the month. 

“Dear Brother: Yes, we are witnessing some nice 
springtime weather now. People were growing impa- 
tient that we wouldn’t get any nice days, and farmers 
were fearing they could not get out on their land. But the 
Lord is good; good to the just and the unjust in this re- 
spect. Let us not grow impatient and drift into the valley 
of doubt, but work for the good cause, keeping our chin 
high above the temporal routine of life; knowing if we 
are doubtful it will be to our peril. 

“We will do well to use our spare time studying and 
meditating on God’s Word, then we can keep up the 
spiritual end; we will not be inclined to fall into those 
week-day valleys of ordinary living. If we can keep in 
mind the experiences of Jesus, we shall be able to do bet- 
ter.... Your brother in the one Faith, R— R. S—.” 


UNCOMMON SERVICE 
(Continued from page 7 


and a life of self-development in the training of every 
power. It is a life of dedication, of putting our best self 
at the point of need, to uplift and bless the needy and to 
fill up in our life that which is lacking of the full man- 
hood in Christ. 

Let a man try to live with no God in his thoughts, no 
aspiration for the lofty; let him throw off all self-control 
and let the senses be used as he pleases; let him live for 
himself alone and stay unmoved in bed with his children 
when his neighbor lacks bread, or warm in his purple and 
luxuriating at his feast while “Lazarus” lies cold and hun- 
gry at his gate, and there will be no question, long before 
the final Reckoning, that that is not what he is here for. 

To do the will of God—that is the chief end and glory 
of man. No other aim can stand the test of time and a 
sense of value. It is the only service that can give a radi- 
ance and rejoicing to our being and make a genuine 
psalm of life. No other can take every fragment of our 
being, every word and deed, every thought and longing, 
every task and trial, every test and sorrow, and fit it into 
a mosaic whose pattern is that shown by the sacred writ- 
ers, the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 





TODAY WE LIVE 


Make each day a finished chapter, 
Now’s your chance to do your best. 

Learn to know that to the striving, 
Eventide brings joyful rest. 


In a sense there’s no tomorrow; 
We awake, and it’s today. 

Why then borrow fear and trouble, 
Or invite past ills to stay? 


This today is never ended: 
As we sow we also reap. 

We are stewards of our talents; 
Angels still our records keep. 


Those who love and share with others, 
Blest of God, and blessings give, 
Are the ones who now say daily, 
“T have lived; today I live.” 


—Sel. and alt. 





Did you give him a lift? He’s a brother of man, 

And bearing about all the burden he can. 

Did you give him a smile? He was downcast and blue, 
And the smile would have helped him to battle it through. 


Did you give him your hand? He was slipping down hill, 
And the world, so I fancied, was using him ill. 

Did you give him a word? Did you show him the road? 
Or did you just let him go on with his load? 


Do you know what it means to be losing the fight, 
When a lift just in time might set things aright? 
Do you know what it means—just a clasp of a hand, 
When a man has borne about all he can stand? 


Did you ask what it was—why the quivering lip? 
Why the half-suppressed sob, and the scalding tears drip? 
Were you brother of his when the time came of need? 
Did you offer him help, or didn’t you heed? 
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FAITH IS THE BEACON 


Faith of our fathers—oh, how we need it— 
That comes by studying God’s holy Word; 
Reading, and meditating upon it, 
Till to their depths our hearts are stirred. 


Tempted and tried, still we can press onward, 
Sure that our strength shall be as our day. 
When trusting God, and serving with gladness, 

Faith is the beacon lighting our way. 


Joyfully keeping Jesus’ commandments, 
Making His Word our Staff and our Stay; 

Foes may beset, and dangers surround us, 
Still Faith is with us, lighting the way. 


We will have trials all through our journey; 
But though the sun refuses to shine, 

We can still sing, and trust in His promise, 
Knowing He seeks but our gold to refine. 


When we see Jesus coming in glory; 

When we exchange our cross for a crown; 
We will rejoice in telling the story, 

Glad for the Faith that brings us renown. 


Faith is the beacon lighting our pathway; 
Chasing the shadows; lifting the load; 
Giving us strength to overcome evil, 
Till we, if worthy, shall one day see God. 
—L. L. S. 
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